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On Sept. 14, the Asociacion de Lucha Metropolitana para el Majoramiento Ambiental (ALMMA)
reported that at least 300 of 30,000 factories in the Mexico City metropolitan area continue
dumping hazardous waste in the sewer system. The metro area is comprised of the capital and
27 municipalities in Mexico state. According to the ALMMA, despite monitoring procedures
established several months ago by the government's environment protection agency a division of
the Social Development Secretariat (SEDESOL) many companies continue disposing of liquid and
solid wastes "in an arbitrary fashion." For instance, every week the Compania Mexicana de Tubos
dumps into the sewer system about 25,000 liters of substances which can produce sulphuric acid,
and thus highly explosive gases. The most common substances dumped into sewer lines are hexane,
methane, plastics, lead, grease, diesel and gasoline. According to SEDESOL reports, on a national
level manufacturers produce about 14,000 metric tons of dangerous industrial waste per day. Most of
these materials end up in the sewer systems of large cities, and thus pollute water tables. The term
"dangerous residual" (or dangerous industrial waste product) as used by the ALMMA encompasses
reactant (corrosive), explosive, toxic and flammable industrial processing waste products. Included
are liquids, tars, salts, glues, solids, active carbons, catalysts, jellies, mud, solutions mixed with soil,
and others. In Mexico City, dangerous industrial waste materials total about 4,200 metric tons per
day. About 1,500 MT of this quantity are dumped into sewer systems. Three northwestern suburbs
Azcapotzalco, Gustavo A. Madero and Miguel Hidalgo and the southeastern suburb of Iztapalapa
account for 63.1% of dangerous industrial waste. The worst polluters in the metropolitan area are
producers of cellulose and paper, cement, textiles and chemicals. (Source: Spanish news service EFE,
09/14/92)
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